Aucubin has previously been found in Odontites serotina (Lam.) Dum. [1, 2] . In the course of the present investigation, together with aucubin we found a series of iridoids, one of which proved to be new and has been called "odontoside" (I). For the isolation of I, a 50% aqueous ethanolie extract of the epigeal part of the plant was evaporated to an aqueous residue and freed from lipophilic and phenolic substances, and the odontoside (I) was extracted from the aqueous solution of iridoids with ethyl acetate.
In a second method, the total iridoids were ehromatographed on a column of Kapron. The water-soluble impurities were separated off and substance I was desorbed with 30% ethanol. The iridoid I, after recrystallization from ethyl acetate, had mp 145-147 ° C (decomp) The alkaline saponification of I formed p-hydroxycinnamic acid, which was identified by its physicochemieal properties and its UV and IR spectra.
The results of a comparison of the optical rotatory curves and also those of a polarimetric analysis in a determination of the influence of the acyl group on the optical activity of the aglycone showed that I is a new iridoid, which has been characterized as 5-p-coumaroylaucubin.
